
SAXUM SOMNUS

2019 SAXUM SOMNUS
33% Petite Sirah, 33% Syrah, 17% Graciano, 13% Touriga 
Nacional, 4% Cabernet Sauvignon
ALC: 15.9%
Cases 750 ml: 450
Cases 1.5 Ll: 60
AVA: Paso Robles
Release: January 2024
Release Price: $159
Drink: 2025 - 2040

NOTES FROM JUSTIN:
I finally get to introduce you to this new cuvée, Somnus, named 
after the Roman god of sleep, because this wine gets to sleep 
an extra year in barrel! 44 months it’s been slumbering away. 
Back in 2019 we had a couple of amazing lots in our cellar that 
were so unique, and so incredible, I really wanted to showcase 
them. The problem was they were also extremely structured. 
The original plan was to give them the 33 month elevage like 
Bone Rock and Rocket block, but when it came time to bottle it 
last year it was still too beastly. Think velvet glove in a iron 
gauntlet. We tucked it back in and let it sleep another whole 
year, and when it woke up this time, it blew us all away. It is 
something unique for sure. Still a beast, but something very 
special. Something that I believe could only happen here on the 
Central Coast. It is another wine in this line up that has to be 
tasted to be believed, but understand, it’s not for the faint of 
heart. It is Paso.

These 2019 wines have a little something for everyone, which is 
why I think I like them so much. Lifted, fresh aromatics of sage 
and spice and fruit. Along with lots of rich California fruit, deep 
textures, smooth tannins and lively acids that keep it all 
harmonizing so well. These days there are so many great wines 
out there that have one or the other. Rich, smooth tannins, or 
fresh, spice/fruit driven aromatics. I find it rare to have both, and 
frankly, that's my holy grail. What really piques my interest.

REVIEWS:
Jeb Dunnuck, Sept 2022
Rating: 96-98
Drink: n/a
The 2019 (Somnus) comes mostly from the James Berry 
Vineyard but includes some Cabernet Sauvignon from the Heart 
Stone Vineyard. There are roughly 600 cases of this full-bodied, 
powerful wine, which offers terrific cassis and darker berry fruits, 
some white pepper, graphite, and chalky minerality, ripe, fine, 
polished tannins, and a great finish. It's straight-up gorgeous at 
this point.

I was able to taste three vintages from Saxum, the late release 
2019s from bottle, the majority of the 2020 lineup from barrel, 
and a handful of 2021 barrel samples. As I wrote last year, the 
2019s are just brilliant, ripe, hedonistic, magical wines, and 
these late releases only reinforce that opinion. Looking at the 
2020s, this is clearly a challenging vintage, with many wines 
having subtle smoky nuances and firmer yet still ripe tannins. 
Justin commented that the lab numbers regarding smoke taint 
were very low, so I think these are safe wines that will offer 
plenty of pleasure, although this is not a vintage to hide in the 

cellar. The 2021s that I was able to taste were terrific, and this 
will clearly be another terrific vintage here. In addition, they’ve 
planted a new vineyard located just four miles off the Pacific, the 
Cayucos Ridge Vineyard, and I expect we’ll see more releases 
from that site in the future.
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